There are innumerable instances where the arrangements of a hospital have been left to be determined only after the necessity for it has arisen, when it invariably happens that they are settled in a hurry, without due consideration, and, in fact, under all the influences of panic?influences alike prejudicial directly as well as indirectly to the arrangement and construction of the building, to the patients themselves, and also to the interests of the ratepayers or whoever may have to bear the burden of the cost of the building.
On the other hand, if the hospital is built in anticipation of being needed, it can be constructed with the utmost amount of consideration, with every attention to detail, and, in The internal face of the walls should be formed of some hard non-absorbent surface, such as Parian cement. Glazed bricks are sometimes used with good effect, but the number of joints in such brickwork facilitates the accumulation of ward-dust. Good glazed bricks, however, set with fine joints in white lead, would answer the purpose satisfactorily; of course no cornices, mouldings, or projecting enrichments on which dust could lodge would be permissible; and I may here mention that advantage results from rounding all internal angles where ward-dust, etc., could otherwise accumulate. In the same way, an open roof, in which the exposed timbers allow dust to lodge, is less preferable than a flat ceiling.
The necessary arrangements for the disposal of excreta connected with-each ward usually comprise a water or earth closet, and a slop-sink. These are placed in a projection from the end of the ward, and should be separated from the ward by an intervening lobby. Both the lobby and the closets should be provided with independent means of cross ventilation by opposite external windows. The cross-ventilated lobby is needed in order to prevent, in the most effectual way, the passage of foul air from the closets into the ward.
It should be separated from the closets by a close partition extending from floor to ceiling; the partition separating the water or earth closet from the sink-closet, however, ought to be a dwarf partition about six feet high, so as not to interfere with the cross-current of air between the opposite windows. The lobby should be no larger than is necessary to afford convenient access to the closets, otherwise it is apt to become a receptacle for various articles that ought to be kept elsewhere, or temporarily for soiled linen, etc., and it is better that no fittings of any kind should be fixed in it, its sole use being to protect the ward from the admission of foul air from the closets.
The water-closet should be fitted with the simplest form of valve or syphon-trap apparatus, the basin being of plain, white glazed earthenware, without ornamental pattern or advertisement upon it, and so that any dirt on its surface may readily be detected. A syphon-trap is perhaps preferable to a valve-closet, because it is simpler in mechanism, and can be supplied all in one piece of ware; and, moreover, it can be fixed with a hardwood seat and no other enclosure, thereby allowing the floor of the closet to be continued under the seat, and the whole space there to be visible and subject to the. daily application of duster and broom. I have found closets fitted up in this way answer admirably, and they are far more easily kept clean than closets in which the seat is wholly enclosed, so as to hide any filth that gets accidentally spilt outside the basin.
The slop-sink should be fitted up in many respects like a water-closet, but with a good flushing-tap over it. 
